CHAPTER III
THE SECTS.   THE PEOPLE
I
actual existence of sects.   sources of information
HPHE existence of sects in Judaism at the beginning of the
JL Christian era has long been suspected.1 Nevertheless,
historians who have endeavoured to describe the life of the
Jews in that epoch have almost invariably ignored them.
Moreover, the serious study of the Apocrypha, or books excluded
from the two canons, has had to wait so long for recognition
that it is not yet sufficiently advanced to enable us to draw
from those documents all the information which they may
contain. As the result of impressions derived from the Epistles
of Paul, the Acts of the Apostles and, more generally, the
later history of Jewish-Christian contacts, there has been a
tendency to exaggerate Jewish intolerance, and it has not been
sufficiently observed that throughout their history the Jews
have never shown themselves really bigoted except on one
point: the observance of the Law. On the contrary, what
we should call philosophic thought, that is, speculation about
the Law, and as a supplement to it, has always been tolerated,
among them.2 Today the existence of sects is recognized even
by the most cautious historians who are not attracted by rash
theories.3 At the same time it will be understood that we are
very poorly informed concerning these various religious organi-
zations ; we catch glimpses of them and we divine their exist-
ence, but we do not see them in a full light.4
Nevertheless, our sources enable us to establish certain
1 M. Jost, Gesch. des Jitdentums und seiner Sekten, ii, 1858; Fr.
Oehler, Corpus haeresiologicum, Berlin, 3 vols., 1858-61; B. Lipsius, lur
Quellenkritik des Epiphanius, 1865 ; id., Die Quellen der altesten Ketzer-
geschichtes neu untersucht, 1875.—The most recent treatment of the
material is that of Ed. Meyer, in CCLXXV, ii, 402 ff. Cf. also CCim, 461,
n. 1, on Jewish sects resembling the Essenes in their rites of ablution.
2 cccvn, 210.
3	J. Case, The Historicity qf Jesus, Chicago, 1912, 119; CGLXV, 233.
4	XLYII, i, 488.
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